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How to Use This Notebook

This guide is built for both trip dreaming and actual booking. Each chapter begins with the choices that matter most, 

then moves into detailed comparisons, costs, direct booking links, field notes, seasonal limitations, and the practical 

details that are easy to miss until arrival.

Price status legend

VERIFIED CURRENT means a 2026 or 2026-27 price was shown on an official operator or government page. 

DYNAMIC means the price changes by date, demand, group size, or lodging inventory. LATEST PUBLISHED means 

the newest public rate located, but it should be reconfirmed. QUOTE REQUIRED means the operator does not publish 

a dependable current price. FREE means no admission was identified, although parking, passes, permits, equipment, 

or optional services may still cost extra.

How to plan efficiently

1. Pick a base town in Chapter 1.

2. Reserve the highest-priority experience from Chapters 2-8.

3. Lock in lodging or a campground from Chapters 9-10.

4. Use Chapters 13-16 to pressure-test the season, budget, road conditions, and packing list.

Important: Room rates, short-term rentals, river conditions, campground water systems, fire restrictions, road 

closures, and business schedules change. Use the direct links in this notebook to verify details immediately before 

booking.

• Colorado Tourism Office  

• Chaffee County Visitors Bureau  

• Colorado Parks and Wildlife  

• Recreation.gov  

https://www.recreation.gov/
https://cpw.state.co.us/
https://www.colorfulcolorado.com/
https://www.colorado.com/
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Chapter 1 - Quick Picks and Region Orienta on

Best of the Best - Quick Decisions

Category Top pick Why it wins

Best overall first-time base Salida

Strongest combination of walkable 
restaurants and bars, Arkansas River 
access, history, art, and a manageable drive 
to Monarch, Poncha Springs, and Nathrop.

Best winter base for nightlife Salida
More evening choices than the rest of the 
valley; choose ski-close lodging instead 
when storm-day certainty matters more.

Best ski-close stay Monarch/Garfield corridor
Cabins and condos dramatically reduce the 
ski commute, but there is no slopeside 
village and very little nightlife.

Best summer adventure base Buena Vista
Ideal for the Numbers, Browns Canyon, 
Cottonwood Pass, South Main, and northern 
Collegiate Peaks trailheads.

Best hot-springs base Nathrop
Mount Princeton, Chalk Creek, Cottonwood 
Hot Springs, and St. Elmo are all close.

Best value/logistics base Poncha Springs
Practical US 50/US 285 junction near Salida 
and Monarch; often easier parking and lower 
lodging friction.

Best upscale stay Surf Hotel & Chateau
Riverfront design, South Main setting, and 
Wesley & Rose on site.

Best quirky stay Amigo Motor Lodge
Retro motel, teepees, hot tub, and a 
memorable social atmosphere.

Best public campground for families O’Haver Lake

Lake views, fishing, nonmotorized boating, 
an accessible pier, and vault toilets. No 
potable water is listed, so bring drinking 
water.

Best riverfront campsite requests Monarch Park sites 4 and 6
Officially identified riverfront sites; site 6 is a 
shaded pull-through.

Best first rafting trip Browns Canyon half day
The best balance of scenery, real rapids, 
broad outfitter choice, and manageable 
commitment.

Best advanced rafting The Numbers
Faster, more technical water for strong 
paddlers who actively want a demanding trip.

Best winter splurge Monarch Snowcat Tours
A premium backcountry-style experience 
without self-guided avalanche decision-
making.

Best summer splurge Private raft or full-day guided fishing
Privacy, customized pacing, and more guide 
attention than a standard group trip.

Fast Cost Planner - Signature Experiences

Use this dashboard to compare the valley’s major paid experiences before building a detailed itinerary.

Experience Current planning cost Best for Important note

Monarch adult day ticket
$119 low / $149 standard / $179 
peak window

Skiing
Online dynamic pricing can be 
lower.

Monarch cat skiing $500 / $590 / $650 per seat Expert powder day Full 12-seat cat: $5,100-$6,600.
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Experience Current planning cost Best for Important note

Monarch scenic snowmobile $170 single / $250 double Two-hour first ride
Guide, sled, fuel, helmet, and 
fees included.

Monarch tubing $30 regular / $36 peak Family winter add-on
90 minutes; minimum height 36 
inches.

Browns Canyon half day About $99-$129 adult Best first raft trip
Final price and minimum age 
vary by operator and flow.

The Numbers half day About $120-$139 Advanced rafting
Technical Class IV-style 
commercial section.

Guided Arkansas wade $385 one / $485 two First guided fly-fishing day
ArkAnglers half day; use fee 
may apply.

Guided Arkansas float $540 one / $580 two More water and access
ArkAnglers half day; float fee 
may apply.

Cottonwood Hot Springs
$40-$45 for 3 hours; $50-$55 all 
day

Rustic-feeling soak
Children are lower; reserve 
online.

Salida Aquatic Center
$17 adult / $9 youth / $5 ages 3-
5

Budget indoor mineral pool Age 2 and under free.

Monarch Crest tram About $22 Easy Continental Divide view
Age 6 and under free; weather 
and season dependent.

Bike shuttle
$30 Cottonwood / $39 Monarch 
Crest

Signature mountain-bike rides
Seasonal; Monarch Crest is 
advanced/high-altitude.

Mount Princeton trail ride
$87.31 one hour / $125.51 two 
hours

Western family excursion
Ages 5+; prices include operator 
fees.

Developed public camping
Generally about $20-$28 per 
night

Best lodging value
Reservation and vehicle-pass 
fees may be additional.

Price key: exact published prices are current as of July 30, 2026; ranges combine current operators or date-dependent 

products. Always verify the final checkout total.

Town-by-Town Character

Salida

Best for: walkability, dining, bars, arts, riverfront life, history, and the strongest all-around first visit.

Downtown Salida sits beside the Arkansas River and its whitewater park. It has the deepest evening scene in the 

valley, a large historic district, galleries, a public hot-springs aquatic center, and easy access south to Poncha 

Springs and west to Monarch. The tradeoff is a longer ski commute than the Monarch corridor.

Buena Vista

Best for: rafting, South Main, Cottonwood Pass, mountain access, family adventure, and north-valley exploration.

Buena Vista has evolved from a practical adventure town into a polished destination with the river-focused South 

Main neighborhood, strong food and drink, the Buena Vista Whitewater Park, and quick access to the Numbers, 

Browns Canyon, Cottonwood Pass, and numerous Collegiate Peaks trailheads.

Nathrop

Best for: hot springs, Chalk Creek camping, St. Elmo, horseback riding, and a quiet resort-centered trip.

Nathrop is geographically dispersed rather than walkable. It is the right choice when Mount Princeton, Cottonwood 

Hot Springs, Chalk Creek, or a campground is the central purpose of the trip. Nightlife is limited, so plan dinner and 

groceries in advance.
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Poncha Springs

Best for: value, easy highway access, Elevation Beer Company, and a central staging point.

Poncha Springs sits where US 50 and US 285 meet. It is only minutes from Salida and is the natural turn toward 

Monarch. It works particularly well for travelers who want quick road access and do not need to walk to a large 

restaurant district.

Monarch and Gar+eld Corridor

Best for: ski proximity, mountain quiet, cabins, and minimizing storm-day driving.

There is no traditional resort village at Monarch Mountain. Lodging is spread along US 50 in cabins, condos, and 

larger homes. This is the best choice when skiing is the dominant goal, but groceries and evening meals require 

planning.

Approximate Fair-Weather Driving Pa0ern

Route Planning time Important caveat

Salida to Poncha Springs About 10 minutes
Fast local connection; Poncha is the 
turn toward Monarch.

Salida to Monarch Mountain About 25-35 minutes
Allow much more during active snowfall, 
wind, chain-law conditions, or avalanche 
work.

Salida to Nathrop About 20-30 minutes Easy valley drive in normal conditions.

Salida to Buena Vista About 30-40 minutes Summer traffic can add time.

Buena Vista to Nathrop About 10-15 minutes
Short connection to hot springs and 
Chalk Creek.

Nathrop to St. Elmo About 30-40 minutes
Seasonal mountain road; slower with 
snow, washboard, potholes, or traffic.

Winter road reality: Monarch Pass is maintained, but heavy snow, wind, traction-law requirements, and temporary 

control work can turn a normal drive into a major delay. A ski-close cabin can be worth the reduced restaurant choice 

when weather is likely.

Back to contents

Chapter 2 - Monarch Mountain Skiing and Snowboarding

Monarch Mountain is the official name of the independently owned ski area west of Salida. It is valued for natural 

snow, free parking, a relaxed atmosphere, and a simpler day than a major destination resort. The tradeoff is the lack 

of on-mountain lodging and a smaller base-area footprint.

• Monarch Mountain official site  

2026-27 Li6 Ticket Window Pricing - VERIFIED CURRENT

Guest Low full day Standard full day Peak full day
PM ticket: low / standard / 

peak

Adult 18-61 $119 $149 $179 $79 / $99 / $109

Teen 13-17 $89 $129 $159 $59 / $79 / $89

Junior 7-12 $79 $109 $129 $49 / $69 / $79

Senior 62-68 $89 $129 $159 $59 / $79 / $89

What matters:

https://skimonarch.com/
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• Monarch states that advance online purchase can save up to about 40% versus the window price, depending on 

date and demand.

• Day-of and online prices vary. Buy early when dates are fixed.

• Partner-pass, military, migration, and coupon tickets are handled at the ticket windows.

• A current migration offer allows holders of another full season pass to ski Monarch for $69 Monday-Friday, 

subject to the published terms.

• Reloading an existing RFID card can reduce friction and may save the card fee.

Official lift-ticket page

2026-27 Season Passes - VERIFIED CURRENT

Adult, youth, and senior categories generally use ages 19-61, 7-18, and 62-68, based on age on November 25, 

2026.

Pass Adult Youth Senior Key restriction or note

Full-benefit renewal $569 $339 $429
Current passholders; pricing 

through Aug. 31, 2026.

Full-benefit new $599 $349 $479
Includes published partner and 

on-mountain benefits.

Monarch Only $549 $329 $429
Available Sept. 1 in limited 

quantities; no partner resorts.

Weekday $469 $249 $329
Monday-Friday with published 

holiday restrictions.

College $439 - -
Full-time enrollment verification 

required.

Veteran $489 - -
Proof of veteran status 

required.

Military $299 - -
Active, retired, reserve, or 

dependent with current military 
ID.

Child / Super Senior $25 - $25
Child age 6 and under; super 

senior age 69+.

Official Monarch season-pass page

2026-27 Rental Pricing - VERIFIED CURRENT / OFFICIAL SCHEDULE

Rental set Low Standard Peak
Half-day low / standard / 

peak

Child 3-6 full set $19 $29 $39 $15 / $22 / $30

Junior full set $29 $39 $49 $22 / $30 / $37

Teen/adult full set $39 $49 $59 $30 / $37 / $45

Snowblades $44 $54 $64 $33 / $41 / $48

Clothing Adult $25 item / $40 set Youth $20 item / $30 set Same structure Full-day pricing

A standard full set includes skis and poles or a snowboard, boots, and a helmet. That included helmet is important 

when comparing Monarch with outside rental shops.

Monarch equipment rentals

https://skimonarch.com/season-passes/
https://skimonarch.com/rentals/
https://skimonarch.com/tickets/
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Lessons and Cat Skiing

Product Published or latest official price Best use

Teen/adult beginner group lesson About $49 half day / $99 full day
Excellent low-cost first lesson compared 
with larger resorts.

Junior group lesson About $99 full day
Confirm age, ability, lunch, and 
supervision details.

Private 2.5-hour lesson Roughly $299 low to $399 peak Rate varies by AM/PM and date.

Full-day private lesson Roughly $519 low to $589 peak Additional guests are priced separately.

Monarch Snowcat Tours Roughly $500 low / $590 standard / $650 high per seat
Advanced and expert skiers; avalanche 
equipment, lunch, apres, and demo gear 
are generally included.

Private 12-seat snowcat Roughly $5,100 / $6,000 / $6,600 Best for a strong private group.

• Lessons  

• Monarch Snowcat Tours  

No Name Basin - Why a Return Visit Is Worthwhile

Monarch opened No Name Basin for the 2025-26 season, adding roughly 377 acres, almost 1,000 vertical feet, ten 

named trails, and glades on the opposite side of the Continental Divide. It is the most significant recent change for 

experienced skiers who remember Monarch’s older footprint.

No Name Basin

Tubing, Hours, Food, and Day Logis cs

Item Cost or hours Field note

Lift hours Generally 9:00 AM-4:00 PM Arrive early on weekends and holidays.

Tubing $30 regular / $36 peak for 90 minutes
Operates on selected days and holidays; 
reserve popular sessions.

Parking Free
A major value compared with destination 
resorts.

Base dining A la carte
Sidewinder, Java Stop, Gunbarrel Cafeteria, 
Elmo’s, and Flyby Burritos have different 
schedules.

Lockers and sack-lunch area Available
Helpful for families and budget-focused ski 
days.

Day locker $8 small / $12 large
Useful for families and travelers changing at 
the mountain.

Overnight ski valet $10 per night Convenient for a multi-day visit.

Rack lock $5 rental / $25 purchase Low-cost equipment-theft deterrent.

Tubers must be at least 36 inches tall. Children age six and younger must be accompanied by a separately ticketed 

adult. Screenshot ticket QR codes before leaving reliable cell service.

• Tubing Park  

• Hours and mountain services  

https://skimonarch.com/hours-stats/
https://skimonarch.com/tubing-park/
https://skimonarch.com/no-name-basin/
https://skimonarch.com/cat-skiing/
https://skimonarch.com/lessons/
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Illustra ve Ski-Day Costs

Scenario Illustrative total What it assumes

Solo adult, standard day, own gear $149 plus food
Window ticket; advance online pricing 
may be lower.

Solo adult, standard day, rental set About $198 before food
$149 ticket + $49 standard full rental 
set.

Adult beginner day About $247 before food
$149 ticket + $49 rental + $49 half-day 
beginner group lesson.

Family: two adults + two juniors, 
standard window

$516 tickets only
Add about $176 for four standard rental 
sets.

Cat-ski splurge $500-$650 per advanced skier
Lodging, travel, and gratuity are 
additional.

Best value strategy: Ski a nonholiday weekday, buy online early, reload an existing RFID card, and bring lunch. Stay 

in Salida or Poncha Springs when ski-close lodging carries a major premium. Choose the Monarch corridor when a 

storm is likely and drive certainty matters more than nightlife.

Back to contents

Chapter 3 - Snowmobiling, Tubing, and Winter Beyond the 

Li6s

Snowmobile and Snowbike Op ons

Operator / product Area Current or latest price Best for / caveat

Monarch Park Scenic Tour Monarch Pass corridor $170 single / $250 double; 2 hours
Best first ride, families, historic 
sites, and overlooks.

Monarch High Adventure Monarch Pass corridor $225 single; 2 hours
Experience required; single 
riders; minimum three 
machines.

Monarch Half Day Monarch Pass corridor $225 single / $300 double; 3 hours
More speed and trail time 
without a full-day commitment.

Monarch Local's Favorite Monarch Pass corridor $325 single / $500 double; 5 hours
Lunch included; mix of scenic 
riding, mines, and Taylor 
Mountain views.

Monarch Continental Divide Monarch Pass corridor $450 single / $650 double; 5 hours
Premium full-day-style outing 
with lunch and high-country 
scenery.

Rocky Mountain Adventure 
Rentals 2-hour guided 
snowmobile

Cottonwood Pass / Buena Vista About $316.94 per vehicle, up to two riders
Good first guided outing; 
confirm taxes, waiver, deposit, 
and passenger rules.

RMAR half-day guided 
snowmobile

Cottonwood Pass About $422.94 per vehicle
More trail time without 
committing to a full day.

RMAR powder tour High-country terrain About $499 half / $699 full day
Riders seeking deeper snow 
and more advanced terrain.

RMAR guided snowbike Cottonwood Pass About $499 half / $674 full day
Specialized, physical 
experience with a higher 
learning curve.

RMAR trail rental Operator-designated terrain
About $285.14 for two hours / $369.94 half 

day

Some Buena Vista-area rentals 
require a guide; never assume 
fully independent use.

Driver and passenger rules: renter/cardholder age 18+, driver age 15+, passenger age 5+, maximum two riders and 450 

pounds per machine.
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Cancellation: cancel at least 72 hours ahead for a refund less a 10% processing fee; cancellations inside 72 hours are 

nonrefundable.

Official Monarch guided-tour pricing and booking

• Monarch Snowmobile Tours  

• Rocky Mountain Adventure Rentals  

Monarch pricing note: Published Monarch tour prices include the guide, snowmobile, fuel, helmet, and fees. For other 

operators, confirm tax, guide gratuity, damage waiver, clothing, deposit, and whether pricing is per machine or per 

rider.

Monarch Tubing and Mixed-Interest Winter Days

• Monarch’s tubing park is the easiest non-ski add-on because it is at the mountain and sold in 90-minute sessions.

• A current regular session is $30; peak dates are $36.

• A published birthday package has been $250 standard or $325 peak for eight guests, with added guests priced 

separately.

• A practical mixed-group plan is morning skiing plus afternoon tubing, or skiers at Monarch while nonskiers visit a 

hot spring and Salida.

Non-Skier Winter Day Plans

Style Suggested day Likely activity budget

Relaxed
Salida coffee and shops, river walk, 
afternoon hot-springs soak, downtown 
dinner

$40-$100 plus meals

Family
Monarch tubing, sack lunch, aquatic 
center or hot springs, pizza

$50-$120 per person depending soak

Adventure
Half-day guided snowmobile, hot 
springs, brewery or steakhouse

$350-$550 per machine plus food/soak

History and scenery
Salida museum or walking tour, historic 
downtown, valley viewpoints

$0-$40 plus transportation

Snowshoeing and Winter Hiking

Snowshoeing can be inexpensive, but route choice matters. Use established valley-floor or packed routes unless 

the group has avalanche education and current forecast information. High-country winter trails are not automatically 

safe merely because they appear on a summer hiking map.

• Colorado Avalanche Information Center  

• COTREX official trail map  

Back to contents

Chapter 4 - Arkansas River Ra6ing and Water Adventures

The Arkansas River is the region’s signature summer attraction. The first decision is the river section and difficulty - 

not the outfitter. Browns Canyon is the classic scenic middle ground, the Numbers is more technical, family runs are 

gentler, and the Salida Town Run is convenient for shorter trips and inflatable kayaks.

Choose the River Sec on First

Section Relative intensity Best for Planning note

Milk Run / family float Easiest
Young families, first-timers, shorter 
outing

Gentle Class I-II-style experience; 
minimum ages still depend on flow.

Browns Canyon half day Moderate Best all-around first rafting trip
Classic scenery and meaningful 
rapids without a full-day 
commitment.

https://www.monarchsnowmobiletours.com/guided-tours
https://www.monarchsnowmobiletours.com/guided-tours
https://trails.colorado.gov/
https://avalanche.state.co.us/
https://www.rmar1.com/
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Section Relative intensity Best for Planning note

Browns Canyon full day Moderate
Travelers wanting a complete river 
day

More miles and lunch; often the 
best value per hour.

The Numbers Advanced Strong paddlers and thrill-seekers
Technical water at appropriate 
flows; not the default casual family 
float.

Royal Gorge Advanced
Travelers willing to drive south for 
dramatic canyon water

Farther from the core Salida/Buena 
Vista base.

Salida Town Run Easy-moderate Short trip, SUP, or inflatable kayak
Pairs well with downtown dining 
and the Salida Whitewater Park.

Pine Creek
Most aggressive standard 
commercial option

Experienced, athletic rafters 
seeking Class V-style water

Published reference around $170 
half day / $220 full day; minimum 
age and availability are flow 
dependent.

Two-day overnight Moderate to advanced by route
Travelers wanting camping, meals, 
and multiple river sections

Published products begin around 
$489 and rise by section, operator, 
and inclusions.

Ou<i0er Price Comparison

Operator Trip Current or latest published price Why choose it / caveat

Wilderness Aware Browns Canyon half day $99 adult / $89 youth + 9% access fee
Transportation included; 
wetsuits and splash jackets 
available without extra charge.

Wilderness Aware Browns Canyon full day $149 adult / $139 youth + 9%
Includes a riverside lunch and 
longer canyon experience.

Wilderness Aware Family trip / Milk Run Starting around $62-$72
Strong family positioning; exact 
section and age depend on flow.

Noah’s Ark Browns Canyon half / full
Latest published roughly $113/$103 half and 

$165/$155 full

Large program with combination 
packages and family 
infrastructure.

Noah’s Ark The Numbers
Latest published roughly $135 half / $189 

full
Advanced water; minimum age 
varies with flow.

RMOC
Private raft, approximately 9 
AM-3 PM

Roughly $900 per boat, up to five
Premium privacy, lunch, 
equipment, and guide attention.

RMOC Inflatable kayak / SUP Roughly $150-$225
Lower Browns, deluxe canyon, 
or Salida Town Run depending 
product.

River Runners Browns half / full Latest published roughly $109 / $176
Convenient Buena Vista base 
and broad activity menu; verify 
checkout price.

Independent Whitewater Browns half / full
Latest published roughly $121 / $209 

including stated fees
Smaller-outfitter feel; verify date 
and total.

Performance Tours Browns half / full Latest published roughly $112 / $177
Long-running operator; 
overnight products available.

Arkansas River Tours Browns half day Latest published roughly $99
Verify current season, launch, 
and access fees.

The Adventure Company Browns / Numbers / multiday
Browns half about $119-$129; Numbers 
half/full about $139/$189; two-day about 

$649

Premium-service positioning, 
smaller trip feel, and strong 
multiday options.

Browns Canyon Rafting
Browns / Numbers / Pine 
Creek / IK

Browns $112/$175; Numbers $120/$189; 
Pine Creek $170/$220; inflatable kayak 

$125

Clear side-by-side trip menu 
and advanced-section choices.



COLLEGIATE PEAKS BEST OF THE BEST TRAVEL NOTEBOOK

Page 12

Direct Booking Links

• Wilderness Aware  

• Noah’s Ark Colorado Rafting  

• Rocky Mountain Outdoor Center  

• River Runners  

• Independent Whitewater  

• Performance Tours Rafting  

• Arkansas River Tours  

• Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area  

The Adventure Company

Browns Canyon Rafting

Beyond Ra6ing - River Parks, SUP, and In=atable Kayaks

Experience Location Cost Best use / caution

Salida Whitewater Park Downtown Salida FREE

Riverwalk, spectator access, 
surfing and kayaking features; 
enter the water only with proper 
skill and equipment.

Buena Vista River Park South Main FREE
Surf waves, trails, boulders, 
bridges, and an easy family 
spectator stop.

Guided inflatable kayak Commercial Arkansas River trip About $125 half day
More independent than a raft; 
section and minimum age depend 
on flow.

Stand-up paddleboard Rental or guided product DYNAMIC
Use flatwater or a guided section 
unless already experienced on 
moving water.

AHRA river access site Arkansas River corridor Vehicle pass or site fee may apply
Picnic, fishing, boat access, and 
designated shoreline use; respect 
private property.

Browns Canyon National 
Monument

Between Buena Vista and Salida FREE entry; activity fees vary
Hiking, fishing, boating, scenery, 
and legal designated camping.

Official Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area

Combina on Packages Worth Comparing

Package Latest published price Best use

Noah’s Ark Park & Soak About $119.20 adult / $114 youth
Rafting plus a soak; verify which hot-
springs access is included.

Noah’s Ark Paddle & Saddle About $236.35 adult / $226.85 youth Rafting plus horseback riding.

Noah’s Ark Rock & Raft About $218.70 adult / $209.70 youth
Climbing plus rafting for an active full 
day.

Noah’s Ark Raft & Rail About $181.35 adult / $151.85 youth
Rafting plus a train excursion; verify 
transfer time and rail segment.

Noah’s Ark Raft & Soak About $156.35 adult / $146.85 youth Convenient two-activity package.

RMOC private raft About $900 for up to five
Best when privacy matters more than 
the lowest per-person cost.

Ra6ing Booking Checklist

1. Select the river section by ability and comfort.

https://cpw.state.co.us/state-parks/arkansas-headwaters-recreation-area
https://raftbrownscanyon.com/
https://www.theadventurecompany.com/
https://cpw.state.co.us/state-parks/arkansas-headwaters-recreation-area
https://arkansasrivertours.com/
https://performancetours.com/
https://independentrafting.com/
https://whitewater.net/
https://rmoc.com/
https://www.noahsark.com/
https://www.inaraft.com/
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2. Ask whether the displayed price includes access fees, tax, shuttle, wetsuit/splash gear, lunch, photos, and 

gratuity.

3. Confirm the minimum age for the actual river flow on the travel date.

4. Wear secure footwear and quick-dry clothing; avoid cotton.

5. Leave schedule margin for check-in, shuttle, safety talk, changing, and traffic.

Best first rafting choice: A Browns Canyon half day is the safest universal recommendation. Upgrade to full day 

when scenery and immersion matter more than price. Choose the Numbers only when the whole group actively wants 

a technical paddle experience.

Back to contents

Chapter 5 - Fly Fishing, Lake Fishing, and Guided Trips

2026 Colorado Fishing License Fees - VERIFIED CURRENT

License 2026 fee

Colorado resident annual adult, ages 18-63 $44.87

Resident senior 64+ or youth 16-17 $12.96

Resident one-day / added day $18.07 / $9.13

Nonresident annual $124.01

Nonresident five-day $41.04

Nonresident one-day / added day $21.90 / $9.13

Habitat Stamp, generally ages 18-64 $12.76; first two one-day/add-day licenses are exempt

Second-rod stamp $14.24

All listed fees include the state search-and-rescue and Wildlife Education Fund charges where applicable. Carry the 

temporary authorization number when the license is purchased close to the fishing date and a physical license is not 

mailed.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife fishing licenses

Guide-Service Comparison

Company Trip Current or latest published price Best use / caveat

ArkAnglers Arkansas walk/wade
Half about $385 one / $485 two; full about 

$525 / $625

Signature local fly shop and 
guide service with Salida and 
Buena Vista access.

ArkAnglers Arkansas float
Half about $540 one / $580 two; full about 

$700 / $750
Access fee may be added; 
verify gear and lunch.

ArkAnglers Wade + float About $1,025 one / $1,170 two Premium all-day combination.

Noah’s Ark Walk/wade
About $370 half + $75 second; $535 full + 

$75
Straightforward guided river 
choice.

Noah’s Ark High lake About $587 + $125 second angler
Good for alpine or stillwater 
variety.

Colorado Fly Fishing Guides 2-hour introduction About $150 one / $250 two / $350 three
Lowest-commitment guided 
introduction; gear generally 
included.

Colorado Fly Fishing Guides Four-hour / full day About $325-$525 / $450-$725 by group size
Accessible group pricing 
structure.

https://cpw.state.co.us/activities/fishing/fishing-licenses-and-dates
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Company Trip Current or latest published price Best use / caveat

Colorado Fly Fishing Guides Antero Reservoir boat About $295 half / $395 full
Conventional stillwater/boat 
alternative; confirm capacity and 
tackle.

UpRiver Fly Fishing
Cottonwood Lake boat, four 
hours

About $415 one / $525 two
Beginner-friendly stillwater 
choice.

UpRiver Fly Fishing Stillwater wade, four hours About $355 / $450 / $550
Some packages list gear, 
transport, and license; verify 
access/card fees.

Salida River Adventures Arkansas float
Half about $424 one / $477 two; full about 

$550 / $600
Half approximately 3-4 hours; 
full roughly 7.5 hours with lunch.

Learning and Gear - ArkAnglers

Product Published price Best use / inclusion

Fly Fishing 101 $175
One-day beginner course with 
equipment use and a $100 ArkAnglers 
gift certificate.

Euro Nymphing 101 $150
One-day intermediate/experienced-
angler technique course.

Rod and reel rental $30 first day / $15 additional
Available at ArkAnglers Salida and 
Buena Vista shops.

Wader and boot rental $30 first day / $15 additional
Useful for self-guided travelers without 
cold-water gear.

Entire outfit rental $50 first day / $25 additional
Rod/reel plus waders/boots; guided trips 
include rental gear.

ArkAnglers classes and gear rentals

Where to Fish

Water Style Why choose it

Arkansas River Wade or float fly fishing
The signature local fishery. A guide helps 
with flows, access, hatches, and private-
property boundaries.

Cottonwood Lake Shore, small boat, beginner stillwater
Scenic, approachable, and easy to pair with 
Cottonwood Pass.

O’Haver Lake Shore and nonmotorized boat fishing Accessible pier and family-camping fit.

Chalk Lake Small-lake fishing
Quiet pairing with St. Elmo and Chalk Creek 
camping.

Antero Reservoir Boat or shore fishing
Productive reservoir east of the valley; wind 
and seasonal patterns make a guide 
valuable.

High-country lakes Hike-in fly or spin fishing
Highest scenery, but weather, altitude, and 
access require preparation.

Direct Fishing Links

• ArkAnglers  

• Noah’s Ark fly fishing  

• Colorado Fly Fishing Guides  

• UpRiver Fly Fishing  

• Salida River Adventures  

https://arkanglers.com/services/
https://salidariveradventures.com/
https://www.upriverflyfishing.com/
https://www.coloradoflyfishingguides.com/
https://www.noahsark.com/colorado-fly-fishing/
https://arkanglers.com/
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• Colorado fishing regulations  

Best beginner purchase: A two-hour introduction is the lowest-risk way to test fly fishing. For a fuller experience, 

choose a half-day Arkansas wade trip. Families or anglers who prefer less current should ask about Cottonwood Lake 

or Antero Reservoir.

Regulations matter: A fishing license is only the starting point. Water-specific rules, private access, seasonal 

closures, legal tackle, and catch-and-release requirements differ. Use current Colorado Parks and Wildlife regulations 

and follow the guide’s access instructions.

Back to contents

Chapter 6 - Hot Springs, Swimming, and Soaking

The Collegiate Peaks area has one of Colorado’s best concentrations of mineral-water experiences, ranging from a 

large family resort to quiet stone pools, a public aquatic center, and private hot-springs cabins.

Hot-Springs Comparison

Facility Area Current or latest published cost Best for and key rules

Mount Princeton Hot Springs 
Resort

Nathrop
Weekend retail adult $45; child/senior $35. 
Weekday adult rates have recently been 
$40.

Broadest family and resort 
amenities; creekside soaking 
and multiple pool zones.

Mount Princeton Spa & Club Nathrop Weekend retail shown at $65
Quieter adult-oriented facilities 
for qualifying guests age 16+; 
verify day-access rules.

Mount Princeton twin water 
slides

Nathrop Day admission + $7
Memorial Day-Labor Day; rider 
must be able to swim and meet 
the 48-inch height rule.

Cottonwood Hot Springs Buena Vista
Adult: $40/$45 for 3 hours or $50/$55 all 
day; child 12 and under: $30/$35 or $40/$45

Natural stone pools, river 
plunge, and dry sauna; open 8 
AM-midnight daily; towels not 
included; reserve online.

Charlotte Hot Springs Poncha Springs
Latest published approximately $30 
weekday / $35 weekend for adults

Botanical-garden atmosphere 
and private-cabin options; 
confirm current admission and 
hours.

Salida Hot Springs Aquatic 
Center

Salida
Adult $17; youth 6-17 $9; ages 3-5 $5; age 
2 and under FREE

Indoor mineral-water pools; 
locker $3 and shower-only visit 
$8; check the current pool 
schedule.

Valley View Hot Springs Villa Grove day trip
Latest published about $20 day / $40 

overnight admission per person

Rustic, clothing-optional 
community setting; research 
rules and reserve ahead.

Mount Princeton Details

Mount Princeton’s public day pass covers the main public hot-springs areas. Overnight guests receive additional 

benefits that can make the lodging premium more rational. The twin 700-foot water slides are open seasonally and 

cost an additional $7. Current summer 2026 special events also include selected nighttime pool programs, such as 

Club Infinity admission at $30 public / $15 overnight guest on designated dates.

• Mount Princeton Hot Springs Resort  

• Mount Princeton water slides  

Co0onwood Hot Springs Details

Cottonwood is the stronger choice for a quieter, more rustic mineral-water feel. Current published hours are 8:00 

AM-midnight daily. Adults pay $40 Monday-Thursday or $45 Friday-Sunday for three hours, and $50/$55 for all-day 

access. Children age 12 and under pay $30/$35 for three hours or $40/$45 all day. Children must leave after 

sundown; towels are not included; phones, alcohol, glass, smoking, and vaping are prohibited in the pool area.

https://mtprinceton.com/water-slide/
https://mtprinceton.com/
https://cpw.state.co.us/activities/fishing
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Cottonwood Hot Springs

Private Hot-Springs Splurges

Experience Current or latest price Includes

Mount Princeton L’Amour package $295 per couple
90-minute private soak, dinner for two, 
shared dessert, two drinks, towels, and 
robes.

Mount Princeton Cupid’s Picnic $225 per couple
90-minute private soak, bottle of wine, 
cheese or sweet platter, towels, and 
bottled water.

Charlotte Holloway cabin
Latest published roughly $450 weekday / $550 

weekend
Private hot spring; cleaning and pet fees 
may apply.

Charlotte Merrifield cabin
Latest published roughly $600 weekday / $700 

weekend
Larger premium private-soak option; 
verify occupancy and minimum stay.

• Mount Princeton private-soak packages  

• Charlotte Hot Springs  

Best Choice by Traveler

• Families and first-time visitors: Mount Princeton.

• Rustic mineral-soak atmosphere: Cottonwood Hot Springs.

• Quiet botanical setting or private cabin: Charlotte Hot Springs.

• Budget and weather-proof swim: Salida Aquatic Center.

• Distinctive adults’ experience: research Valley View carefully before booking.

Timing strategy: Weekday mornings and early evenings are usually calmer. Summer weekends, ski holidays, and 

post-rafting afternoons are busiest. Hydrate aggressively because heat and altitude magnify dehydration and alcohol 

effects.

Back to contents

Chapter 7 - Hiking, Biking, Climbing, Jeep, UTV, and 

Horseback Adventures

Hiking and Walking - Best by EAort

Effort Experience Typical cost Why it stands out

Easy
Salida River Trail and Riverside 
Park

FREE
Flat river scenery, downtown 
access, bridges, and whitewater 
viewing.

Easy-moderate Spiral Drive / Tenderfoot Hill FREE
Quick panoramic overview of 
Salida; strong sunset and 
photography stop.

Easy-moderate Barbara Whipple Trail System FREE
Short loops and views 
immediately across the river 
from Buena Vista.

Moderate Browns Creek Falls FREE
Popular waterfall hike south of 
Nathrop; carry water and start 
early.

Moderate
Harvard Lakes / Kroenke Lake 
area

FREE
Classic Collegiate Peaks 
scenery; confirm snow, 
distance, and trailhead parking.

Strenuous Monarch Crest Trail Shuttle or rental cost
Iconic high-elevation mountain-
bike route; not a casual 
beginner ride.

https://www.cottonwoodhs.com/soak
https://charlottehotsprings.com/
https://mtprinceton.com/private-hot-springs/
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Effort Experience Typical cost Why it stands out

Very strenuous Fourteener routes Usually FREE, gear/transport extra

Mount Yale, Princeton, Harvard, 
Shavano, and others require 
fitness, weather judgment, and 
an alpine start.

• COTREX official trail map  

• San Isabel National Forest recreation  

High-country rule: In summer, start early enough to descend exposed terrain before afternoon thunderstorms. Turn 

around for building clouds, thunder, hail, or deteriorating visibility. A summit is optional; a safe descent is not.

Biking and E-Bikes

Option Latest published price Best use

Monarch Crest shuttle $39 per person
Advanced high-altitude signature ride; 
seasonal departures and route 
restrictions apply.

Cottonwood shuttle $30 per person
Skips a seven-mile road climb; not 
available to e-bikes.

Absolute Bikes guided Monarch Crest 
group

About $550 for up to four, lunch included
Supported version of the iconic high-
country ride; demo bikes about 
$150/day.

Bigfoot E-Bikes Salida About $60 for three hours / $100 for six hours
Easy way to explore Salida and nearby 
valley routes.

Buena Vista eBikes
About $72 for three hours / $115 for six hours / $300 

for three days

Helmet and lock generally included; 
excellent for South Main and valley 
touring.

River paths with your own bike FREE
Lowest-cost family ride; yield to 
pedestrians and follow local restrictions.

• Absolute Bikes  

• Bigfoot E-Bikes  

• Buena Vista eBikes  

Guided Rock Climbing

Trip Latest published price Planning note

Buena Vista Mountain Adventures half 
day

About $300 solo; $240 pp for two; lower per person for 
larger groups

Strong group economics; confirm route 
type and skill level.

Buena Vista Mountain Adventures full 
day

About $500 solo; $325 pp for two; lower per person for 
larger groups

More route time and instruction.

RMOC deluxe climbing
About $475 solo / $600 for two / $225 pp for three or 

more
Premium guided day within a broad 
outdoor-center program.

RMOC multipitch
About $550 solo / $675 for two / $275 pp for three or 

more
For experienced or ambitious climbers; 
verify prerequisites.

• Buena Vista Mountain Adventures  

• Rocky Mountain Outdoor Center  

Jeep and UTV Experiences

Product Latest published price Best use / added cost

RMAR guided Jeep About $450 for three hours, up to four plus guide
No trailering or route guesswork; strong 

first off-road experience.

https://www.absolutebikes.com/articles/shuttles-pg207.htm
https://rmoc.com/
https://bvmountainadventures.com/
https://buenavistaebikes.com/
https://bigfootbikes.com/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/psicc
https://trails.colorado.gov/
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Product Latest published price Best use / added cost

RMAR guided four-seat UTV About $355 two hours / $508 half day / $628 full day
Price is per machine; verify damage 

waiver and route.

Arkansas Valley Rentals two-seat UTV About $465/day
First fuel, wash, and trailer have been 

listed as included.

Arkansas Valley Rentals four-seat UTV About $495/day
Delivery has been listed at about $100 
St. Elmo, $65 Buena Vista, and $50 
Aspen Ridge/Marshall areas.

• Rocky Mountain Adventure Rentals  

• Arkansas Valley Rentals  

Horseback, Zipline, and Aerial Challenge

Mount Princeton Stables trail rides

Experience Latest published cost Planning note

Horseback riding
$87.31 one hour / $125.51 two hours / $136.42 

sunset / $253.20 waterfall ride

Ages 5+; operator fees included; 
waterfall ride includes lunch; gratuity 
extra.

Captain Zipline sunset tour Roughly $110 plus fees Six-line experience, often 2-2.5 hours.

Canyon Aerial Challenge Roughly $80 plus fees
Large obstacle course; verify minimum 
age, weight, and closed-toe shoe rules.

• Captain Zipline  

• Noah’s Ark adventure packages  

Best premium land day: A guided UTV or Jeep is the easiest way to reach dramatic mountain scenery without 

making trail legality, route choice, and towing logistics your problem. A guided climbing day is the best skill-building 

splurge.

Back to contents

Chapter 8 - Scenic Viewing, History, Ghost Towns, Arts, and 

Stargazing

Collegiate Peaks Scenic and Historic Byway

The state-designated Collegiate Peaks Scenic and Historic Byway runs roughly 57 miles between Salida and 

Granite. A no-stop drive can be completed in about two hours, but the better plan is a half or full day with historic 

downtowns, river overlooks, railroad stories, ranch landscapes, and views of the mountains often called the Avenue 

of the Fourteeners.

Best northbound rhythm: Salida historic district -> Poncha Springs -> Nathrop -> Buena Vista -> Granite.

History themes to notice: Indigenous travel routes, Zebulon Pike-era exploration, railroad competition, mining 

supply towns, ranching, hot-springs tourism, and the modern recreation economy.

Colorado Scenic Byways - Collegiate Peaks

Historic Pass Roads and Roadside Stops

Route or stop Time Cost Why go / caution

Monarch Pass visitor center and 
mining sluice

30-90 minutes
Free to browse; optional 
purchases/activities

Easy roadside Continental Divide 
stop; tram is a separate ticket and 
seasonal.

https://coloradotrailrides.com/trail-rides/1-hour-guided/
https://www.colorado.com/collegiate-peaks-scenic-historic-byway
https://www.noahsark.com/
https://captainzipline.com/
https://arkansasvalleyrentals.com/
https://www.rmar1.com/
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Route or stop Time Cost Why go / caution

Old Monarch Pass 1-3 hours FREE

Quieter historic route and views; 
unpaved/seasonal conditions 
require a suitable vehicle and 
current road check.

Marshall Pass Half or full day FREE

Historic Denver & Rio Grande 
railroad-grade route; gravel, 
weather, and seasonal access 
matter.

Top Historical and Cultural Stops

Stop Current or latest cost Why go / schedule note

Salida Museum About $5 adult / $3 senior / $1 child
Railroad-town and local history; 
operating days are seasonal.

Salida Wild West Walking Tour $35
About 90 minutes; strong orientation to 
downtown history.

Salida Historic Downtown Tour $35
Architectural and commercial history 
through original buildings.

Salida Ghost and Murder Tour $35
Approximately 90 minutes at night; 
PG-13 subject matter.

Buena Vista Heritage Museum Donation or event-specific admission
Restored 1882 courthouse and detailed 
model railroad.

Hutchinson Homestead
About $10 guided adult / under 18 free; $5 suggested 

drop-in
Living ranch history with seasonal 
hours.

St. Elmo ghost town Generally FREE
One of Colorado’s best-preserved 
mining-era towns; many buildings are 
private or unsafe to enter.

Salida Creative District FREE
Galleries, studios, public art, downtown 
events, and browsing.

• Salida Museum  

• Salida Walking Tours  

• Buena Vista Heritage  

• Hutchinson Homestead  

• Salida Creative District  

Monarch Crest Scenic Tram and Pass Views

Item Current or latest published detail Caveat

Scenic tram ticket About $22; children six and under free Confirm operating season and weather.

Typical operating day First ride around 8:30 AM; last ticket about 4:55 PM
Wind and maintenance can affect 
operation.

Monarch passholder discount 50% shown for 2026-27 passholders
Bring proof and verify same-day 
operation.

Monarch Crest Scenic Tramway

Best Scenic Viewing and Photography Loca ons

• Spiral Drive / Tenderfoot Hill: quickest broad view over Salida; best near sunset.

• Salida Riverwalk and Riverside Park: whitewater, bridges, downtown architecture, and evening light.

• Buena Vista South Main and Barbara Whipple area: river boulders, footbridges, and Collegiate Peaks 

backdrop.

https://www.monarchatthecrest.com/scenic-tramway/
https://salidacreates.com/
https://www.hutchinsonhomestead.org/
https://www.buenavistaheritage.org/
https://salidawalkingtours.com/
https://salidamuseum.org/
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• O’Haver Lake: mountain reflections and strong dawn/dusk light; campsite 10 is a favored western-view location.

• Cottonwood Pass: huge alpine-road scenery when open; never assume the seasonal road is open without 

checking.

• Monarch Pass / Monarch Crest: Continental Divide views and tram access when operating.

• Chalk Creek and St. Elmo: historic structures, aspen, creek scenes, and mountain-road atmosphere.

• Browns Canyon: best understood from the river, but trails and viewpoints also reveal volcanic rock and open 

valley scenery.

One-Day Photography and Lightseeing Route

Time Best stop What to photograph or notice

Sunrise
East-side Buena Vista roads or a legal 
overlook

Alpenglow on Mount Princeton, Yale, and the 
Collegiate Peaks.

Morning Cottonwood Pass when open
Best chance for clearer skies before 
afternoon clouds and lightning.

Midday St. Elmo and Chalk Creek Canyon
Mining-era buildings, creek scenes, cliffs, 
and aspen.

Golden hour Salida Riverwalk or Buena Vista South Main
Bridges, water, boulders, storefronts, and 
warm evening light.

Sunset
O’Haver Lake or a legal Monarch/Poncha 
overlook

Mountain reflections or long western views; 
do not stop in unsafe shoulders.

Night A federal campground away from town lights
Dark-sky viewing; use red light and avoid 
disturbing nearby campers.

Weather rule: treat this as a flexible sequence, not a promise of safe high-country access. Skip exposed passes for 

lightning, wind, snow, smoke, or closure.

Stargazing Strategy

• Strong campground-style dark-sky choices include O’Haver Lake, Collegiate Peaks, Cottonwood Lake, North 

Fork, and the Chalk Creek corridor.

• Check cloud cover, smoke, moon phase, and overnight temperature before leaving town.

• Use a safe pullout, not a highway shoulder.

• Bring a red-light headlamp, warm layers, and a reclining chair. Summer nights at 9,000-11,000 feet can still be 

cold.

Best free day: Walk the Salida riverfront, browse the Creative District, drive the Collegiate Peaks Byway, stop at 

scenic pullouts, and finish with sunset from Spiral Drive. Add only food and fuel.

Back to contents

Chapter 9 - Campground Field Guide: Monarch to Buena 

Vista

The site recommendations below separate official facts such as waterfront designation, driveway dimensions, 

water, and toilets from traveler-preference observations such as sunset view or perceived privacy. Always inspect 

the current site map and photographs before final booking.

At-a-Glance Campground Comparison

Campground Area Fee Amenities
Best site request / 
important note

Monarch Park Monarch Pass corridor
About $24; verify current opening and 

reservation inventory
Vault toilets, hand-pump 
potable water, no hookups

Sites 4 and 6 are officially 
riverfront.
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Campground Area Fee Amenities
Best site request / 
important note

Collegiate Peaks
Cottonwood Pass west of 

Buena Vista
$25

Vault toilets, drinking water, 
no hookups

Sites 31 and 33 are strong 
privacy/creekside requests.

O’Haver Lake Marshall Pass / Salida $28

Vault toilets, trash, host, 
firewood sales, accessible 
pier; no potable water listed 
and no hookups

Site 20 for tent-only 
shoreline; sites 11-12 for 
accessible lakefront 
doubles; bring drinking 
water.

Mount Princeton Chalk Creek / Nathrop $25
Vault toilets, firewood 
sales, no potable water 
listed, no hookups

Site 4 is shaded riverfront 
tent-only; site 11 is shaded 
riverfront for mixed 
equipment.

Chalk Lake Chalk Creek $25 Vault toilets, no hookups
Small-lake access and 
quieter feel.

Cascade Chalk Creek $25
Vault toilets, drinking water, 
no hookups

Creek across the road; 
mixed reservable and walk-
up inventory.

Cottonwood Lake West of Buena Vista About $22
Vault toilets, no reliable 
campground water, no 
hookups

First-come; arrive early 
with water.

North Fork High country About $20
Primitive, no hookups, pack 
trash

High clearance; not 
suitable for trailers.

AHRA Ruby Mountain Browns Canyon area About $28 + possible vehicle pass
Vault toilets, potable water, 
no utility hookups

22 sites; accessible site 
1310HA.

AHRA Hecla Junction Browns Canyon takeout About $28 + possible vehicle pass
Vault toilets, potable water, 
no utility hookups

23 sites; accessible site 
1108HA.

AHRA Salida East East Salida riverfront About $28 + possible vehicle pass
Vault toilets and basic river 
camping

33 sites; seasonal yurt has 
been about $90.

AHRA Point Barr Near Wellsville About $28 + possible vehicle pass
Vault toilets and basic river 
camping

Low-clearance underpass 
can exclude larger rigs.

AHRA Rincon South of Salida About $28 + possible vehicle pass
Vault toilets and basic river 
camping

Eight sites; accessible site 
1204HA.

AHRA Vallie Bridge Near Stone Bridge About $28 + possible vehicle pass Tent-only, basic amenities
Walk/boat-in approximately 
10-60 yards.

Chalk Creek Campground Nathrop private DYNAMIC
Showers, flush toilets 
seasonally, RV electric and 
full-hookup options

Request premium 
creekside sites.

Four Seasons RV Resort Salida private
DYNAMIC; third-party listings often 

start near $75
Full hookups, showers, Wi-
Fi, river sites

Request premium riverfront 
category.

Monarch Park Campground

Best for: the closest national-forest camping to Monarch Mountain and Monarch Pass, with South Arkansas River 

frontage and a cool high-elevation forest setting.

Site / item Official attribute Recommendation

Site 4
Riverfront, full shade, back-in approximately 
24 x 10 feet

Best for a smaller setup seeking immediate 
river sound.

Site 6
Riverfront, shaded, pull-through 
approximately 28 x 16 feet

Best riverfront choice for easier vehicle 
movement.

General High elevation near 10,500 feet; no hookups
Plan for cold nights, altitude, and limited 
services.

Status caution: Official campground text has sometimes lagged behind renovation and reopening plans. Confirm 

live availability before building the trip around Monarch Park.
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Search Monarch Park on Recreation.gov

Collegiate Peaks Campground

Best for: a mountain campground with Cottonwood Pass access, three loops, drinking water, vault toilets, and a 

mix of reservable and walk-up sites.

Site / strategy Known attribute Why request it

Site 31 Approximately 26 x 31 feet; no water hookup
Traveler preference for a more secluded 
location; inspect photos for equipment fit.

Site 33
Approximately 32 x 25 feet; creek behind the 
campground

One of the stronger creekside/privacy 
requests.

Walk-up strategy
Sites 1 and 18-30 have commonly been first-
come

Arrive early Sunday-Wednesday rather than 
late Friday.

Search Collegiate Peaks Campground on Recreation.gov

O’Haver Lake Campground

Best for: the most photogenic and family-friendly developed campground in this guide. It has 31 sites, vault toilets, 

trash service, a host, firewood sales, nonmotorized boating, and an accessible fishing pier. The current 

Recreation.gov facilities list does not identify potable water, so arrive with drinking water and a refill plan.

Site Verified attribute Best use

Site 10
Official lakefront and shaded; about 40 x 23 
feet with a 20 x 20 tent pad

Best single mixed-equipment lake-view 
request.

Site 20
Official lakefront, shaded, tent-only; about 38 
x 34 feet with a 20 x 20 tent pad

Best verified shoreline request for a tent 
camper.

Site 11
Accessible, shaded lakefront double; 65 x 23 
feet; up to 16 people; fishing pier across the 
road

Best for two families needing capacity and 
pier access.

Site 12
Accessible, shaded lakefront double; up to 
16 people; two tables and one fire pit

Best wide group site immediately by the lake.

Sites 26 + 28
Shared 145-foot pull-through, two tables, one 
fire pit; site 26 is lakefront and shaded

Strong paired booking for friends or a larger 
gathering.

Walk-up inventory
Sites 1-5, 7, 13, 21, 23, and 24; site 6 after 
host season

Not a dependable weekend plan; 
campground often fills Thursday or Friday.

Search O’Haver Lake on Recreation.gov

O’Haver site 20 - tent-only lakefront

O’Haver site 11 - accessible lakefront double

O’Haver site 12 - accessible lakefront double

O’Haver site 26 - shared long pull-through with site 28

Chalk Creek Corridor: Mount Princeton, Chalk Lake, Cascade, and Iron City

Campground Fee Amenities Best reason / walk-up note

Mount Princeton $25
Vault toilets, no potable water 
listed, no hookups, partial 
shade, Chalk Creek access

Best central base for Mount 
Princeton, St. Elmo, and Chalk 
Creek; walk-up sites 1 and 14-
17.

Chalk Lake $25
Vault toilets, no hookups, no 
motorboats

Best small-lake alternative.

https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campsites/19400
https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campsites/19413
https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campsites/19426
https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campsites/19432
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=O'Haver%20Lake%20Campground%20Colorado
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=Collegiate%20Peaks%20Campground%20Colorado
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=Monarch%20Park%20Campground%20Colorado
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Campground Fee Amenities Best reason / walk-up note

Cascade $25
About 21 sites, vault toilets, 
drinking water, no hookups

Creek across the road; mixed 
reservable and walk-up 
inventory.

Iron City Latest published low-$20s; verify
Primitive national-forest 
camping near St. Elmo

Best for history proximity; water 
may not be available.

Veri+ed Site-Number Shortlist - Chalk Creek Corridor

Campground / site Verified attribute Why request it Important note

Mount Princeton 4
Riverfront, shaded, tent-only; 37 
x 12 feet

Best quiet tent request next to Chalk Creek; 
not recommended for RVs or trailers.

Inspect the live site map and 
current equipment limits before 
booking.

Mount Princeton 11
Riverfront, shaded, back-in; 37 x 
15 feet

Best verified riverfront choice for a tent, 
trailer, or small RV.

Inspect the live site map and 
current equipment limits before 
booking.

Mount Princeton walk-ups
Sites 1 and 14-17; site 2 is host 
in season

Best chance Sunday-Wednesday; weekend 
availability is unreliable.

Inspect the live site map and 
current equipment limits before 
booking.

Cascade 10
Shaded pull-through with 
published maximum length of 73 
feet

Best verified long-rig request in the Chalk 
Creek corridor.

Inspect the live site map and 
current equipment limits before 
booking.

Cascade 21
Shaded back-in about 51 x 15 
feet

Best verified shaded alternative for a 
moderate-size rig.

Inspect the live site map and 
current equipment limits before 
booking.

Cascade walk-ups
Sites 2-7, 11, and 12; site 1 is 
host in season

Cascade provides vault toilets and drinking 
water, but no hookups.

Inspect the live site map and 
current equipment limits before 
booking.

Mount Princeton campground and reservations

• Mount Princeton campground search  

• Chalk Lake campground search  

• Cascade campground search  

• Iron City campground search  

Co0onwood Lake, North Fork, and Group Camping

Campground Booking Fee Important reality

Cottonwood Lake First-come / Scan & Pay About $22
Lake access and vault toilets; 
carry drinking water and arrive 
early.

North Fork First-come About $20
Near 11,000 feet; rough high-
clearance road, no trailers, pack 
trash out.

Angel of Shavano Group Reservation required Latest published about $145
Large group capacity; vault 
toilets and trash but no drinking 
water at the group site.

• Cottonwood Lake campground search  

• North Fork campground search  

• Angel of Shavano Group search  

Arkansas Headwaters Recrea on Area River Campgrounds

These sites are best for immediate Arkansas River access, rafting logistics, and fishing. They are generally more 

open and utilitarian than shaded forest campgrounds. A park pass or vehicle-entry fee may apply in addition to 

camping.

https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/231869
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=Angel%20of%20Shavano%20Group%20Colorado
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=North%20Fork%20Campground%20Colorado
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=Cottonwood%20Lake%20Campground%20Colorado
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=Iron%20City%20Campground%20Colorado
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=Cascade%20Campground%20Nathrop%20Colorado
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=Chalk%20Lake%20Campground%20Colorado
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=Mount%20Princeton%20Campground%20Colorado
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Campground Known details Best use / warning

Ruby Mountain 22 sites; accessible site 1310HA
Browns Canyon access and volcanic 
scenery.

Hecla Junction 23 sites; accessible site 1108HA Browns Canyon takeout logistics.

Salida East 33 sites; seasonal yurt has been about $90
Closest developed river camping to Salida. 
Bring bedding and verify yurt utilities.

Point Barr
12 sites; underpass roughly 12 ft 3 in high x 
10 ft 6 in wide

Do not assume large motorhomes fit.

Rincon Eight sites; accessible site 1204HA
Small river-access campground south of 
Salida.

Vallie Bridge
16 tent-only sites; walk/boat-in roughly 10-60 
yards

Best for lighter gear and a quieter river feel.

Railroad Bridge
14 basic sites; accessible site 1403HA; vault 
toilet, potable water, changing facilities, 
picnic table, grill, and tent pad

Best northern-valley river campground for 
fishing, boating, climbing access, and Buena 
Vista proximity; $28 per night plus applicable 
pass.

• Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area  

• Colorado Parks and Wildlife reservation shop  

Private Campgrounds with More Ameni es

Campground Price Amenities Best request

Chalk Creek Campground DYNAMIC

Flush toilets and dish station 
seasonally, coin showers, 
electric/full-hookup options, 
dump, potable water

Ask for premium creekside RV 
sites 20, 21, or 30, or creekside 
tent sites A-D. Site numbers 
may not be guaranteed.

Four Seasons RV Resort DYNAMIC
Full hookups, showers, Wi-Fi, 
pet-friendly, river sites

Request premium riverfront 
category rather than relying on 
an old site number.

Arrowhead Point DYNAMIC
RV, tent, cabin, and glamping-
style options

Good Buena Vista-area 
convenience; compare all-in 
fees.

Snowy Peaks RV Park DYNAMIC
Full-service RV focus near 
Buena Vista

Best for larger rigs and travelers 
prioritizing hookups.

• Chalk Creek Campground  

• Four Seasons RV Resort  

• Arrowhead Point  

• Snowy Peaks RV Park  

Campground Booking Strategy

1. Reserve July, August, and holiday-weekend sites as soon as the booking window opens.

2. Use the official site photograph, driveway length, spur slope, and equipment limits - not merely the maximum 

advertised vehicle length.

3. For first-come sites, target Sunday-Wednesday arrival before noon.

4. Carry drinking water even when a pump is listed; pumps fail and can be shut down.

5. Download maps, reservation details, and QR codes before leaving town.

6. Check fire restrictions, bear/food-storage guidance, and whether firewood must be purchased locally.

Back to contents

https://snowypeaksrvpark.com/
https://arrowheadpointresort.com/
https://fourseasonsrvresort.com/
https://chalkcreek-campground.com/
https://www.cpwshop.com/
https://cpw.state.co.us/state-parks/arkansas-headwaters-recreation-area
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Chapter 10 - Hotels, Cabins, Resorts, and Short-Term 

Rentals

Important lodging fact: Monarch Mountain does not have a traditional slopeside hotel village. Skiers choose the 

Monarch/Garfield cabin corridor for proximity or Salida/Poncha Springs for restaurants and services.

Top Hotels and Bou que Stays

Property Location Observed 2026 price behavior Why choose it

Surf Hotel & Chateau Buena Vista riverfront
Sample summer base rates roughly $300-

$375 before tax/fees

Best upscale design, South 
Main setting, and Wesley & 
Rose on site.

Amigo Motor Lodge Salida Often roughly $100-$220; highly seasonal
Best retro/quirky choice, with 
teepees, hot tub, and communal 
atmosphere.

Palace Hotel / The Lobby Downtown Salida DYNAMIC
Historic 1909 building, private 
suites, and exceptional 
walkability.

Mountain Goat Lodge Outside Salida Often roughly $120-$220
Farm-stay character, goats, 
breakfast, classes, and 
balconies.

Mount Princeton Hot Springs 
Resort

Nathrop DYNAMIC
Best full-resort hot-springs stay; 
overnight access can justify the 
premium.

Salida US 50 hotels/motels Salida Often $100-$250+, seasonal
Practical value when downtown 
boutique prices are high.

Manhattan Hotel Downtown Salida riverfront DYNAMIC

Self-service boutique rooms 
above the Boathouse; 
exceptional walkability; second 
floor with no elevator.

Shorehouse Hotel Downtown Buena Vista DYNAMIC

Four highly designed apartment-
style suites with full kitchens 
and laundry; walkable Main 
Street base.

Buffalo Peaks Lodge Buena Vista About $109-$245 seasonal reference

Five-room bed-and-breakfast 
with homemade breakfast, golf-
course setting, and Collegiate 
Peaks views.

Deer Valley Hot Springs Ranch Nathrop / Chalk Creek DYNAMIC; cabins and lodge rooms

Quiet ranch-style cabins, lodge 
rooms, and private hot-pool 
access; check minimum stays 
and cleaning fees.

• Surf Hotel & Chateau  

• Amigo Motor Lodge  

• Palace Hotel Salida  

• Mountain Goat Lodge  

• Mount Princeton lodging  

Manhattan Hotel Salida

Shorehouse Hotel Buena Vista

Buffalo Peaks Lodge

Deer Valley Hot Springs Ranch

Monarch Mountain Lodge

https://monarchmountainlodge.com/
https://deervalleyranch.com/
https://www.buffalopeakslodge.com/
https://www.shorehousebv.com/
https://www.manhattanhotelsalida.com/
https://mtprinceton.com/lodging/
https://mountaingoatlodge.com/
https://thepalacehotelsalida.com/
https://www.amigomotorlodge.com/
https://surfhotel.com/
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Best Ski-Close Cabins and Condos

Property Area Latest price behavior Best use / caveat

Ski Town Condos Near Monarch
Latest published roughly $175-$250 plus 

cleaning and tax

Simple condo value; AWD/4WD 
or chains may be 
recommended.

Creekside Chalets Monarch/Garfield corridor DYNAMIC
Kitchens, cabin privacy, some 
pet-friendly or hot-tub options.

Sleepy Hollow
Roughly four miles from 

Monarch
DYNAMIC

Riverfront larger-house option 
for groups; confirm current 
occupancy.

Monarch lodging partners Regional Varies
Official source for current 
lodging partners, packages, and 
relative location.

Monarch Mountain Lodge Monarch corridor
Rooms often about $109-$250; ski-and-stay 

from about $112 per person

Closest full hotel-style base with 
free ski shuttle, indoor pool, 
outdoor hot tub, restaurant/bar, 
and pet-friendly rooms.

• Ski Town Condos  

• Creekside Chalets  

• Sleepy Hollow Lodge  

• Monarch lodging partners  

Short-Term Rental Strategy

Individual Airbnb and Vrbo listings change rapidly, so the stable approach is to use the direct area searches below 

and then filter by total price, rating, hot tub, kitchen, river access, and winter-road requirements.

• Airbnb Salida search  

• Airbnb Buena Vista search  

• Airbnb Monarch search  

• Vrbo Salida search  

• Vrbo Buena Vista search  

Airbnb Nathrop search

Vrbo Nathrop search

Airbnb Poncha Springs search

Vrbo Poncha Springs search

Best Short-Term-Rental Pro+les to Search For

Desired trip Search/filter profile Why it works

Couples ski trip
Monarch or Maysville, one to two bedrooms, 
hot tub, parking, AWD-access note

Minimizes ski commute and adds private 
recovery time.

Walkable Salida weekend
Historic downtown, dedicated parking, air 
conditioning, hot tub optional

Restaurants, riverwalk, and bars without 
driving.

Family summer base
Salida or Buena Vista, full kitchen, laundry, 
two bathrooms, outdoor space

Simplifies wet rafting gear, meals, and 
downtime.

Large group
Whole home, transparent bed layout, parking 
count, quiet-hour policy

Prevents occupancy and vehicle surprises.

River-focused stay
Riverfront or walk-to-river, gear storage, 
secure bike/ski area

Better for fishing, rafting, and biking 
equipment.

Private retreat
Nathrop or Poncha Springs acreage, dark-
sky setting, hot tub

Quieter than downtown and closer to Chalk 
Creek/hot springs.

https://www.vrbo.com/search?destination=Poncha%20Springs%2C%20Colorado
https://www.airbnb.com/s/Poncha-Springs--Colorado/homes
https://www.vrbo.com/search?destination=Nathrop%2C%20Colorado
https://www.airbnb.com/s/Nathrop--Colorado/homes
https://www.vrbo.com/vacation-rentals/usa/colorado/south-central/buena-vista
https://www.vrbo.com/vacation-rentals/usa/colorado/south-central/salida
https://www.airbnb.com/s/Monarch--Colorado/homes
https://www.airbnb.com/s/Buena-Vista--Colorado/homes
https://www.airbnb.com/s/Salida--Colorado/homes
https://skimonarch.com/lodging/
https://sleepyhollowcolorado.com/
https://creeksidechalets.com/
https://skitowncondos.com/


COLLEGIATE PEAKS BEST OF THE BEST TRAVEL NOTEBOOK

Page 27

Compare total cost honestly: Divide the all-in checkout amount by nights. Cleaning fees, taxes, minimum stays, pet 

fees, and cancellation terms can reverse a seemingly cheap nightly rate.

Lodging Decision Matrix

Priority Best lodging zone or property type

Walk to food and bars Downtown Salida or South Main Buena Vista

Shortest Monarch commute Monarch/Garfield cabins and condos

Hot springs every day Mount Princeton resort or a private hot-springs cabin

Upscale couples trip Surf Hotel or a design-forward Salida suite/rental

Family kitchen and laundry Cabin, condo, or whole-home rental

Large RV and full hookups Four Seasons or Snowy Peaks

Most distinctive experience
Amigo Motor Lodge, Mountain Goat Lodge, or private hot-springs 
cabin

Back to contents

Chapter 11 - Restaurants, Bars, Breweries, CoAee, and 

Bakeries

The valley has more range than its population suggests: river-deck lunches, creative small plates, pizza and local 

beer, refined hotel dining, whiskey tasting, bakeries, and practical pre-adventure breakfasts. The spending figures 

below are realistic planning ranges before tax and gratuity, not fixed menu quotes.

Salida - Best Overall Food and Drink

Place Typical spend Best for What to know

Boathouse Cantina $25-$45 per person
Riverfront deck, casual dinner, 
broad group appeal

One of the easiest first-night 
choices. The patio overlooks the 
Arkansas River and the bar 
emphasizes Colorado beer. 
Peak summer waits can be 
substantial.

Currents Restaurant $25-$50 per person Polished but relaxed dinner

Strong middle ground between 
a pub and formal dining. Useful 
for adults who want a nicer meal 
without a special-occasion 
atmosphere.

The Fritz $35-$70 per person
Small plates, cocktails, date 
night

One of Salida’s most distinctive 
dining choices. The best 
experience is to share several 
plates rather than order as if it 
were a conventional entree 
restaurant.

Amicas Pizza, Microbrews & 
More

$20-$35 per person Pizza, beer, families
Dependable after rafting or 
skiing. Good for groups with 
mixed preferences and children.

Moonlight Pizza & Brewpub $20-$35 per person House beer, pizza, sandwiches
Long-running local favorite with 
an energetic patio and 
easygoing atmosphere.

Soulcraft Brewing $18-$38 per person
Craft beer, burgers, live-music 
energy

Strong brewery stop for lunch or 
an informal dinner. Check the 
event calendar if a quieter meal 
is preferred.
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Place Typical spend Best for What to know

Sweetie’s Sandwich Shop $12-$22 per person Lunch, large sandwiches, treats

Excellent value and one of the 
most reliable grab-and-go 
lunches before a drive, trail, or 
river day.

High Side! Bar & Grill $20-$45 per person
Drinks, groups, river-adjacent 
nightlife

Good after-dark energy and an 
easy place for a casual group 
dinner.

Benson’s Tavern & Beer 
Garden

$20-$45 per person
Tavern atmosphere and outdoor 
seating

A classic downtown option when 
the riverfront restaurants are 
full.

50 Burger $16-$32 per person
Burgers, shakes, casual family 
meal

Convenient on the US 50 side of 
Salida, especially when a 
downtown reservation is not 
practical.

Bunny and Clyde $8-$22 per person Coffee, breakfast, lighter lunch
Useful for a walkable downtown 
morning and a more health-
forward start.

Brown Dog Coffee Company $6-$18 per person
Coffee, breakfast sandwich, 
quick start

Reliable before Monarch or an 
early river departure.

The Biker & The Baker $20-$50 per person
Brunch, wine, dessert, and an 
evening date

Daily brunch 8 AM-noon; dinner, 
wine, cocktails, charcuterie, and 
changing desserts Thursday-
Saturday evenings.

Wood's High Mountain Distillery $12-$30 per person
Cocktails, tasting flights, local 
spirits

Historic downtown tasting room, 
creative cocktails, bottle sales, 
and occasional live music.

Direct links

• Boathouse Cantina  

• Currents Restaurant  

• The Fritz  

• Amicas  

• Moonlight Pizza & Brewpub  

• Soulcraft Brewing  

• Sweetie’s Sandwich Shop  

• High Side! Bar & Grill  

• Benson’s Tavern  

• 50 Burger  

The Biker & The Baker

Wood's High Mountain Distillery

Buena Vista - Best Overall Food and Drink

Place Typical spend Best for What to know

Wesley & Rose $45-$85 per person Nicer dinner, cocktails, couples

The strongest special-occasion 
option in Buena Vista. It is 
inside the Surf Hotel complex 
and pairs naturally with an 
evening river walk.

Eddyline Restaurant and 
Brewery

$20-$42 per person Pizza, pub food, local beer

One of the most dependable 
mixed-group choices. Confirm 
which Eddyline location is 
serving the menu or event you 
want.

https://woodsdistillery.com/
https://www.thebikerandthebaker.com/
https://www.50burger.com/
https://bensonstavern.com/
https://highsidebarandgrill.com/
https://www.sweetiessandwichshop.com/
https://soulcraftbeer.com/
https://moonlightpizza.biz/
https://amicassalida.com/
https://thefritzsalida.com/
https://currentssalida.com/
https://boathousesalida.com/
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Place Typical spend Best for What to know

House Rock Kitchen $16-$32 per person
Bowls, burritos, burgers, fresh-
casual lunch

Excellent after hiking or rafting 
when the group wants food that 
feels lighter than a standard pub 
meal.

Simple Eatery $16-$32 per person
Sandwiches, burgers, relaxed 
lunch

A strong downtown choice with 
broad appeal and a calmer tone 
than some brewery settings.

Deerhammer Distillery $15-$45 for tasting or drinks
Whiskey, cocktails, tasting 
experience

A tour or flight is a distinctively 
Buena Vista evening activity. 
Arrange a sober driver or walk 
from nearby lodging.

Buena Vista Roastery $6-$18 per person Coffee, pastry, early breakfast
Best used before Cottonwood 
Pass, a guided trip, or an early 
trailhead start.

The Lariat $18-$40 per person Live music, drinks, nightlife

One of the valley’s better 
choices for an entertainment-
centered evening. Check age 
restrictions and event 
schedules.

Crave BV $20-$45 per person Pizza, cocktails, dinner

A polished casual option for 
groups wanting something 
livelier than a coffee-shop-style 
meal.

K’s Dairy Delite $8-$18 per person
Classic roadside burgers and 
soft serve

A nostalgic, inexpensive stop 
and a particularly easy family 
reward after a trail or river day.

The Buena Viking $15-$35 per person
Distinctive burgers, beer, and a 
fun casual meal

Food-truck roots with a 
seasonal rooftop/full-bar 
experience; verify current 
operating location and hours.

Direct links

• Wesley & Rose  

• Eddyline Brewery  

• House Rock Kitchen  

• Simple Eatery  

• Deerhammer Distillery  

• Buena Vista Roastery  

• The Lariat  

The Buena Viking

Nathrop, Poncha Springs, and the Monarch Corridor

Place Typical spend Best for What to know

Mary Murphy Steak House at 
Mount Princeton

$45-$95 per person
Resort dinner and special 
occasion

The logical upscale meal for a 
Nathrop or hot-springs stay. 
Confirm the current dining room 
schedule before relying on it.

Princeton Club / resort casual 
dining

$18-$45 per person
Easy meal without leaving the 
resort

Convenient after soaking, but 
hours can be more limited than 
a city restaurant.

Elevation Beer Company $10-$30 per person
Craft beer and a post-Monarch 
stop

A natural stop in Poncha 
Springs. Food-truck and kitchen 
availability can vary, so check 
the daily plan.

https://www.thebuenaviking.com/
https://www.thelariatbv.com/
https://www.bvroastery.com/
https://deerhammer.com/
https://simpleeatery.com/
https://houserockkitchen.com/
https://eddylinebrewing.com/
https://surfhotel.com/wesley-and-rose/
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Place Typical spend Best for What to know

Tumbleweed Recreation Center $15-$38 per person
Casual drinks, games, local 
atmosphere

Useful when the group wants 
entertainment and informality 
rather than a destination dinner.

Creekside or cabin cooking Grocery cost Ski-close groups

The Monarch corridor has 
limited dining. A kitchen, 
planned groceries, and a 
backup frozen meal are more 
valuable here than in Salida.

• Mount Princeton dining  

• Elevation Beer Company  

Best Choice by Occasion

Occasion First choice Strong alternative

First night in Salida Boathouse Cantina High Side! or Currents

Nicer Salida dinner The Fritz Currents

Nicer Buena Vista dinner Wesley & Rose Crave BV

Family pizza night Amicas or Moonlight Eddyline

Best brewery crawl Soulcraft + Moonlight Eddyline + Elevation

Whiskey experience Deerhammer Cocktails at Wesley & Rose or The Fritz

Quick pre-adventure breakfast Brown Dog or Buena Vista Roastery Bunny and Clyde

Value lunch Sweetie’s House Rock Kitchen

Ski-close dinner Cook at the cabin
Drive to Poncha Springs or Salida only when 
road conditions are favorable

Restaurant field note: Many mountain-town kitchens close earlier than visitors from larger cities expect, and some 

businesses reduce hours midweek or in shoulder seasons. Confirm the same-day kitchen closing time, not merely the 

bar closing time.

Back to contents

Chapter 12 - Family-Friendly and Low-Cost Experiences

A strong Collegiate Peaks family trip does not require a premium excursion every day. The river parks, town walks, 

scenic drives, museums, easy trails, and lake days can carry much of the itinerary, allowing the budget to be 

concentrated on one signature experience.

Family-Friendly Ac vity Comparison

Activity Typical cost Best age fit Why it works

Salida Riverwalk and Riverside 
Park

FREE All ages
Flat walking, paddler watching, 
picnic space, downtown 
bathrooms and food nearby.

Buena Vista River Park and 
South Main

FREE All ages
Paths, bridges, boulders, river 
views, and easy access to 
coffee or meals.

Spiral Drive / Tenderfoot Hill FREE School age and older
Short scenic outing with a broad 
Salida view; supervise carefully 
near edges and traffic.

Salida Museum About $1 child / $5 adult latest published School age
Compact, inexpensive local-
history stop.

https://elevationbeerco.com/
https://mtprinceton.com/dining/
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Activity Typical cost Best age fit Why it works

Hutchinson Homestead
Youth often free; adult tour about $10 latest 

published
School age

Tangible ranch history rather 
than display cases alone.

St. Elmo ghost town Generally FREE School age and older

Memorable buildings and 
mountain-road atmosphere. 
Respect private property and 
unsafe structures.

Monarch tubing $30 regular / $36 peak Minimum 36 inches tall
Easy group winter activity with a 
defined 90-minute session.

Salida Aquatic Center $5-$17 by age; age 2 and under free All ages
Weather-proof mineral-water 
swimming and a lower-cost 
alternative to a resort soak.

Mount Princeton pools and 
slides

Day admission plus seasonal $7 slide add-
on

Slides require 48-inch minimum
Full resort-style water day with 
more infrastructure than a rustic 
spring.

Milk Run rafting Roughly $62-$72 youth/adult plus fees Flow-dependent minimum age

Gentler first river trip; the 
outfitter must confirm current 
age and swimming 
requirements.

O’Haver or Cottonwood Lake 
day

Parking or campground rules apply All ages
Fishing, picnic, paddling, 
scenery, and low-cost 
downtime.

Beginner fishing introduction Roughly $150-$350 by group School age and older
Lower commitment than a full-
day guided float.

Monarch Crest Scenic Tram
About $22; age six and under free latest 

published
All ages comfortable with 

elevation
High-mountain view without a 
long hike, when operating.

Low-Cost Day Templates

Salida day under about $50 per adult

1. Walk the Arkansas River and whitewater park.

2. Browse the Creative District and historic downtown.

3. Buy a large sandwich or picnic lunch.

4. Drive or walk Spiral Drive near sunset.

5. Add one brewery drink or ice cream rather than a full dinner out.

Buena Vista day under about $50 per adult

1. Walk the Barbara Whipple trail system or South Main river paths.

2. Picnic or choose a fresh-casual lunch at House Rock Kitchen.

3. Visit the historic downtown and Heritage Museum when open.

4. Finish with coffee, soft serve, or a riverfront sunset.

Nathrop history-and-scenery day

1. Drive to St. Elmo early.

2. Stop at Chalk Lake or along Chalk Creek for a picnic.

3. Take a short, appropriate walk rather than a major alpine hike.

4. Decide whether to add a paid hot-springs soak as the day’s single splurge.

Best Rainy-Day and Cold-Front Backups

• Salida Aquatic Center.

• Salida Museum or Buena Vista Heritage Museum.

• Hot-springs soak at Mount Princeton, Cottonwood, or Charlotte.

• Coffee, bakery, shopping, and galleries in downtown Salida or Buena Vista.

• Deerhammer tour or tasting for adults with a sober transportation plan.
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• A long lunch and a flexible scenic drive below the storm line.

Family planning rule: Reserve one expensive anchor activity and leave at least one unstructured half day. Children 

often value the river park, cabin hot tub, lake shore, and ice cream as much as a second premium excursion.

Back to contents

Chapter 13 - Season-by-Season Planner

The valley is not a single-season destination, but every month involves a tradeoff. The best trip is the one whose 

primary activity matches the season rather than forcing a summer or winter expectation into a shoulder month.

Annual Planning Calendar

Season Best for Main limitation Best planning move

December-February
Skiing, tubing, snowmobiling, hot 
springs

Winter roads, short daylight, 
holiday pricing

Reserve Monarch peak dates and 
machine tours; carry proper winter 
traction equipment.

March
Skiing, spring sun, longer days, hot 
springs

Spring-break crowds and rapidly 
changing snow

Excellent mixed ski-and-town 
month; buy tickets and lodging 
early.

April-May
Quiet towns, lower lodging, 
transitional fishing

Mud, snowbound trails, 
campground closures, limited 
rafting

Choose flexible valley-level 
activities and refundable lodging.

June
High-water rafting, long days, 
green valley

Cold river, lingering alpine snow, 
mosquitoes

Ideal for river excitement; ask the 
outfitter about current flow and age 
minimums.

July-August
Full activity menu, camping, hiking, 
rafting, events

Highest demand, afternoon storms, 
smoke potential

Book early, start alpine days at 
dawn, and keep a weather backup.

September
Fishing, hiking, quieter camping, 
early color

Cold nights and reduced rafting 
schedules

Arguably the strongest all-around 
month.

October
Fall color, scenic drives, quiet 
lodging

Fast weather changes and closing 
high roads/campgrounds

Use flexible dates and prioritize 
valley-level sightseeing.

November
Quiet getaway, early snow 
possibility, hot springs

Between seasons; ski opening not 
guaranteed

Good for relaxation, poor for 
maximizing scheduled activities.

Best Months by Priority

Priority Best general window Important caveat

Monarch skiing January-March
Snow and opening/closing dates vary; 
holidays increase cost.

Rafting excitement June into early July
Higher water may increase intensity and age 
restrictions.

First-time family rafting Mid- to late summer
Lower water can be more approachable, but 
section choice still depends on flow.

Developed campground trip Late June-September
High-elevation openings, freezing nights, and 
fire restrictions still matter.

Arkansas River fishing Season-specific
Use current flow, hatch, temperature, and 
regulation reports.

Wildflowers July into August
Elevation shifts the peak; thunderstorms are 
common.

Fall color Mid-September into early October
Peak is never guaranteed for one exact 
weekend.
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Priority Best general window Important caveat

Value and quiet Late April-May or October-November
Signature seasonal activities may be limited 
or closed.

Seasonal Closure Ques ons to Ask

• Is Cottonwood Pass open end-to-end?

• Is the selected campground open, reservable, and operating its water system?

• Is Monarch Mountain, the tubing park, or the scenic tram operating on the exact date?

• Is St. Elmo accessible by the intended vehicle?

• Are water slides, rafting sections, or restaurant patios operating for the season?

• Are fire restrictions or smoke affecting the planned campground or trail?

Best all-around recommendation: September offers a compelling balance of warm days, colder but manageable 

nights, reduced family-vacation traffic, strong fishing potential, hiking access, and early fall color. July and August 

remain better when the goal is the broadest possible activity menu.

Back to contents

Chapter 14 - Ready-to-Use I neraries

These itineraries are deliberately modular. Replace an activity when weather, river flow, road access, or energy 

level changes rather than treating the schedule as a rigid checklist.

Three-Night Winter Ski and Soak

Arrival evening

• Stay in Salida for restaurants or the Monarch corridor for ski proximity.

• Buy groceries before driving to a remote cabin.

• Screenshot lift-ticket QR codes and road-condition resources.

Day 1 - Monarch

• Arrive early for parking, rentals, and tickets.

• Ski a full day or combine a morning lesson with independent afternoon runs.

• Eat at the mountain or use the sack-lunch area.

• Dinner in Salida at Currents, Amicas, Moonlight, or Boathouse.

Day 2 - Ski plus tubing or soaking

• Second ski day for committed skiers.

• Nonskiers or mixed groups reserve a 90-minute tubing slot.

• Finish at Mount Princeton, Cottonwood, or Charlotte Hot Springs.

Day 3 - Winter alternative

• Guided snowmobile near Monarch or Cottonwood Pass.

• Late lunch and brewery stop in Poncha Springs or Salida.

• Riverwalk or downtown shopping before dinner.

Four-Night Best-of-Summer Trip

Day 1 - Salida orientation

• Riverwalk and whitewater park.

• Historic downtown, Creative District, museum, or walking tour.

• Riverfront dinner.

Day 2 - Arkansas River signature day
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• Browns Canyon half or full day.

• Hot-springs soak afterward if energy allows.

• Casual pizza or brewery dinner.

Day 3 - Buena Vista

• Barbara Whipple trails and South Main.

• E-bike rental, distillery tour, or river-park downtime.

• Dinner at Wesley & Rose, Eddyline, House Rock, or Simple Eatery.

Day 4 - Nathrop and Chalk Creek

• St. Elmo and Chalk Lake.

• Mount Princeton or Cottonwood Hot Springs.

• Sunset along the Collegiate Peaks Byway.

Departure day

• Guided fishing, Cottonwood Lake, or Monarch Crest Scenic Tram, selected by weather and departure direction.

Five-Night Family Trip

1. Stay in a kitchen-equipped rental or a developed campground.

2. Use one premium day for Milk Run or Browns Canyon rafting, chosen by age and confidence.

3. Use one water day at Mount Princeton or Salida Aquatic Center.

4. Use one free day for river parks, a museum, Spiral Drive, and a picnic.

5. Use one mountain-history day for St. Elmo and Chalk Lake.

6. Finish with lake fishing, paddling, tubing in winter, or a short guided introduction.

Three-Night Couples Splurge

1. Stay at Surf Hotel, a polished Salida suite, or a private hot-springs cabin.

2. Book a private raft or a full-day guided fishing trip.

3. Schedule a quieter-time hot-springs soak.

4. Dine at Wesley & Rose, The Fritz, or Currents.

5. Add Deerhammer, scenic-byway overlooks, and a sunset river walk.

Seven-Night Campground Adventure

1. Nights 1-2: O’Haver Lake. Request site 10 or lakefront double site 12.

2. Nights 3-4: Collegiate Peaks or Cottonwood Lake. Explore Buena Vista and Cottonwood Pass corridor.

3. Nights 5-6: Mount Princeton, Chalk Lake, or Cascade. Visit St. Elmo and soak.

4. Night 7: Monarch Park if confirmed open, or Salida East. Finish with river access before departure.

5. Treat first-come campsites as optional upgrades, not the only available plan.

Back to contents

Chapter 15 - Sample Trip Budgets

Budget method: These are planning examples, not quotes. They generally exclude transportation to Colorado, tax, 

gratuity, alcohol, retail purchases, and optional photographs. Online lift tickets may beat window pricing, while lodging 

can be much higher on holiday or event weekends.

Ac vity-Level Planning Ranges

Scenario Planning range What it assumes

Solo adult ski day, own gear $160-$230
Advance or standard ticket, lunch, and 
small incidentals.
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Scenario Planning range What it assumes

Solo beginner ski day $250-$340
Ticket, full rental set, half-day beginner 
group lesson, and food.

Family of four standard ski day $700-$900
Two adult and two junior window tickets, 
four rental sets, modest food.

Family tubing session $120-$144
Four regular or peak tubing tickets; food 
additional.

Couple Browns Canyon half day $200-$270
Two tickets plus access fees; 
photographs and gratuity extra.

Family of four Milk Run $285-$360
Two adults and two youth plus access 
fees.

Couple guided full-day fishing $625-$900
Wade versus float and operator drive 
the range; licenses/gratuity may be 
extra.

Couple hot-springs day $60-$130 Facility and access tier drive the range.

Basic public campground night $20-$30
Camping fee before reservation or state-
park fees.

Private full-hookup river RV night $75-$150+
Date, site category, rig, and resort fees 
vary.

Boutique hotel night $150-$400+
Shoulder-season motor lodge to peak-
summer upscale room.

Short-term rental, all-in nightly average $180-$650+
Size, cleaning fee, minimum stay, and 
event dates dominate.

Three-Night Winter Couple - Illustra on

Item Estimate

Lodging, three nights $450-$1,100

Two ski days for two adults $400-$650 with an advance/standard mix

Rentals for two, two days $160-$240

Tubing or hot springs $60-$140

Meals and drinks $300-$600

Estimated total before transportation $1,370-$2,730

Four-Night Summer Family of Four - Illustra on

Item Camping plan Hotel/rental plan

Lodging $100-$180 plus reservation/park fees $800-$1,900+

One family rafting day $375-$575 $375-$575

Hot springs or aquatic center $50-$180 $50-$180

Food $500-$950 $500-$950

Fishing, bikes, or another paid 
activity

$100-$650+ $100-$650+

Estimated total before transportation $1,125-$2,535+ $1,825-$4,255+
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Where to Save and Where to Splurge

Save on Splurge on

Midweek lodging, groceries, free river parks, museum stops, 
picnic lunches, public campgrounds

One signature river trip, a private guide, a hot-springs cabin, cat 
skiing, or an upscale meal

Bringing ski gear or renting off-peak
A lesson that makes the rest of the ski trip safer and more 
enjoyable

Walking a town rather than driving between shops Ski-close lodging during a forecasted storm

Half-day excursions
Full-day Browns Canyon or guided fishing when immersion 
matters

Back to contents

Chapter 16 - Logis cs, Safety, Packing, and Booking 

Checklist

Al tude and Weather

• Salida and Buena Vista are already high-elevation towns, while Monarch, campgrounds, passes, and alpine trails 

are higher still.

• Hydrate, moderate alcohol, and avoid scheduling the hardest alpine outing immediately after arrival.

• Severe headache, vomiting, confusion, trouble walking, or shortness of breath at rest require descent and 

medical evaluation.

• Summer thunderstorms can bring lightning, hail, strong wind, and sudden cold. Winter wind and blowing snow 

can turn a short route into a serious situation.

• A summit, route completion, or reservation is never more important than turning around.

Driving and Connec vity

• Download offline maps, reservation records, QR codes, and emergency contacts.

• Cell service can be weak or absent in canyons, national-forest campgrounds, and high passes.

• In winter, confirm Colorado traction and chain requirements, tire condition, and the final access road to the 

lodging.

• AWD does not replace winter tires, chains when required, or conservative judgment.

• Refuel before St. Elmo, Marshall Pass, Cottonwood Pass, remote trailheads, or a long campground stay.

• Large RVs must verify spur dimensions, bridge and underpass clearance, road grade, and turnaround space.

Core Packing List

Trip type Bring

Every trip
Refillable water, sunscreen, sunglasses, hat, basic first aid, 
offline maps, portable charger, layers, sturdy shoes.

Winter
Traction devices, insulated gloves, dry socks, neck gaiter, 
emergency blanket, scraper, shovel, and appropriate tire chains.

Rafting
Secure footwear, quick-dry clothing, sunscreen, glasses strap, 
and a dry change of clothes.

Fishing
License/TAN, polarized glasses, rain shell, sun protection, legal 
tackle, and appropriate wading layers.

Camping
Backup drinking water, cold-rated sleep system, food storage, 
headlamp, compliant stove, trash bags, and camp-chair layers.



COLLEGIATE PEAKS BEST OF THE BEST TRAVEL NOTEBOOK

Page 37

Trip type Bring

High-country hiking
Early-start plan, weather source, paper/offline map, navigation, 
extra insulation, rain shell, calories, and a communication plan.

Reserva on Calendar

When Priority action

Six months before
Book O’Haver, Chalk Creek, Collegiate Peaks, and other 
competitive public campgrounds as inventory opens.

Three to six months before
Reserve peak summer/holiday lodging, Monarch cat skiing, and 
signature large-group stays.

One to three months before
Book rafting, guided fishing, horseback riding, snowmobile tours, 
and any special-occasion dinner.

Two to four weeks before
Buy Monarch day tickets, reserve Cottonwood soaking, and book 
bike shuttles or rentals.

72 hours before
Review cancellation deadlines, exact river section, road closures, 
fire restrictions, and weather.

Morning of activity
Check operator messages, lightning timing, river flow, road 
conditions, and exact check-in location.

Campground tactic: for a Saturday arrival at the most competitive federal campgrounds, be logged in when the six-

month window opens and keep a realistic backup.

Booking Priority - Reserve in This Order

1. Date-sensitive anchor: holiday Monarch tickets, premium campsite, or difficult lodging.

2. Major guided experience: rafting, fishing, cat skiing, snowmobiling, climbing, or private excursion.

3. Hot-springs access or resort dinner when a reservation is required.

4. Restaurant reservation for a nicer dinner or large group.

5. Rentals, shuttles, and secondary activities.

6. Flexible free activities and scenic drives.

One Week Before Travel

• Verify every reservation time, check-in location, cancellation policy, and balance due.

• Check weather, road conditions, high-pass status, fire restrictions, smoke outlook, and river reports.

• Confirm minimum ages, heights, weights, swimming ability, and footwear rules.

• Download maps and ticket QR codes.

• Confirm restaurant and grocery hours for the arrival night.

• Recheck campground water, toilet, and road status.

Morning-of Checklist

• Recheck weather and any operator text/email update.

• Carry more water and warm clothing than the valley forecast alone suggests.

• Tell someone the day’s route and return plan for remote activities.

• Photograph the rental vehicle or equipment before departure.

• Arrive early enough for parking, waivers, gear fitting, and safety instruction.

Core OJcial Condi on Links

• Colorado road conditions and cameras - COtrip  

• National Weather Service - Pueblo office  

• Colorado Parks and Wildlife  

https://cpw.state.co.us/
https://www.weather.gov/pub/
https://www.cotrip.org/
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• Pike-San Isabel National Forests  

• Chaffee County emergency information  

• Arkansas River flow data - USGS  

Emergency planning: Call 911 for immediate emergencies. Remote rescue can take time, and cellular coverage is 

not guaranteed. A guided or popular route is not automatically low risk.

Back to contents

Chapter 17 - Direct-Link Directory and Research Notes

This directory collects the most important official planning and booking links in one place. It is intentionally 

redundant with the chapter links so the notebook remains useful when printed or skimmed quickly.

Regional and Government Planning

• Colorado Tourism Office  

• Chaffee County Visitors Bureau  

• Salida Chamber of Commerce  

• Buena Vista Chamber and Visitor Information  

• Colorado Parks and Wildlife  

• Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area  

• Recreation.gov  

• Pike-San Isabel National Forests  

• Browns Canyon National Monument - BLM  

• COtrip road conditions  

Monarch and Winter

• Monarch Mountain  

• Monarch lift tickets  

• Monarch rentals  

• Monarch lessons  

• Monarch cat skiing  

• Monarch tubing park  

• Monarch lodging partners  

• Monarch Snowmobile Tours  

• Rocky Mountain Adventure Rentals  

• Monarch Crest Scenic Tramway  

Monarch season passes

Ra6ing and River Ac vi es

• Wilderness Aware  

• Noah’s Ark Colorado Rafting  

• Rocky Mountain Outdoor Center  

• River Runners  

• Independent Whitewater  

• Performance Tours  

• Arkansas River Tours  

• Salida River Adventures  

The Adventure Company

Browns Canyon Rafting

https://raftbrownscanyon.com/
https://www.theadventurecompany.com/
https://skimonarch.com/season-passes/
https://www.monarchsnowmobiletours.com/guided-tours
https://salidariveradventures.com/
https://arkansasrivertours.com/
https://performancetours.com/
https://independentrafting.com/
https://whitewater.net/
https://rmoc.com/
https://www.noahsark.com/
https://www.inaraft.com/
https://www.monarchatthecrest.com/scenic-tramway/
https://www.rmar1.com/
https://skimonarch.com/lodging/
https://skimonarch.com/tubing-park/
https://skimonarch.com/cat-skiing/
https://skimonarch.com/lessons/
https://skimonarch.com/rentals/
https://skimonarch.com/tickets/
https://skimonarch.com/
https://www.cotrip.org/
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/colorado/browns-canyon-national-monument
https://www.fs.usda.gov/psicc
https://www.recreation.gov/
https://cpw.state.co.us/state-parks/arkansas-headwaters-recreation-area
https://cpw.state.co.us/
https://www.buenavistacolorado.org/
https://salidachamber.org/
https://www.colorfulcolorado.com/
https://www.colorado.com/
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/co/nwis/current/?type=flow
https://www.chaffeecounty.org/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/psicc
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Fishing

• Colorado fishing licenses and dates  

• Colorado fishing regulations  

• ArkAnglers  

• Colorado Fly Fishing Guides  

• UpRiver Fly Fishing  

• Noah’s Ark fly fishing  

ArkAnglers services, courses, and rentals

Hot Springs and Swimming

• Mount Princeton Hot Springs Resort  

• Cottonwood Hot Springs  

• Charlotte Hot Springs  

• Salida Aquatic Center  

• Valley View Hot Springs  

Campgrounds

• Monarch Park search  

• Collegiate Peaks campground search  

• O’Haver Lake campground search  

• Mount Princeton campground search  

• Chalk Lake campground search  

• Cascade campground search  

• Cottonwood Lake campground search  

• Chalk Creek Campground  

• Four Seasons RV Resort  

• Arrowhead Point  

• Snowy Peaks RV Park  

O’Haver site 20

Mount Princeton site 4

Mount Princeton site 11

Arkansas Headwaters camping

Lodging

• Surf Hotel & Chateau  

• Amigo Motor Lodge  

• Palace Hotel Salida  

• Mountain Goat Lodge  

• Mount Princeton lodging  

• Ski Town Condos  

• Creekside Chalets  

• Sleepy Hollow Lodge  

• Airbnb Salida  

• Airbnb Buena Vista  

• Vrbo Salida  

• Vrbo Buena Vista  

Manhattan Hotel Salida

Shorehouse Hotel Buena Vista

Buffalo Peaks Lodge

Deer Valley Hot Springs Ranch

https://deervalleyranch.com/
https://www.buffalopeakslodge.com/
https://www.shorehousebv.com/
https://www.manhattanhotelsalida.com/
https://cpw.state.co.us/state-parks/arkansas-headwaters-recreation-area/arkansas-headwaters-recreation-area-camping-lodging
https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campsites/68857
https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campsites/68996
https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campsites/19432
https://www.cityofsalida.com/aquaticcenter
https://www.cottonwoodhs.com/soak
https://arkanglers.com/services/
https://www.vrbo.com/vacation-rentals/usa/colorado/south-central/buena-vista
https://www.vrbo.com/vacation-rentals/usa/colorado/south-central/salida
https://www.airbnb.com/s/Buena-Vista--Colorado/homes
https://www.airbnb.com/s/Salida--Colorado/homes
https://sleepyhollowcolorado.com/
https://creeksidechalets.com/
https://skitowncondos.com/
https://mtprinceton.com/lodging/
https://mountaingoatlodge.com/
https://thepalacehotelsalida.com/
https://www.amigomotorlodge.com/
https://surfhotel.com/
https://snowypeaksrvpark.com/
https://arrowheadpointresort.com/
https://fourseasonsrvresort.com/
https://chalkcreek-campground.com/
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=Cottonwood%20Lake%20Campground%20Colorado
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=Cascade%20Campground%20Nathrop%20Colorado
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=Chalk%20Lake%20Campground%20Colorado
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=Mount%20Princeton%20Campground%20Colorado
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=O'Haver%20Lake%20Campground%20Colorado
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=Collegiate%20Peaks%20Campground%20Colorado
https://www.recreation.gov/search?q=Monarch%20Park%20Campground%20Colorado
https://www.olt.org/vvhs
https://charlottehotsprings.com/
https://mtprinceton.com/
https://www.noahsark.com/colorado-fly-fishing/
https://www.upriverflyfishing.com/
https://www.coloradoflyfishingguides.com/
https://arkanglers.com/
https://cpw.state.co.us/activities/fishing
https://cpw.state.co.us/activities/fishing/fishing-licenses-and-dates


COLLEGIATE PEAKS BEST OF THE BEST TRAVEL NOTEBOOK

Page 40

Monarch Mountain Lodge

Airbnb Nathrop

Vrbo Nathrop

Restaurants and Beverage

The Biker & The Baker

Wood's High Mountain Distillery

The Buena Viking

Boathouse Cantina

Wesley & Rose

Elevation Beer Company

History, Arts, and Unique Sites

• Colorado Collegiate Peaks Scenic and Historic Byway  

• Salida Museum  

• Salida Walking Tours  

• Buena Vista Heritage  

• Hutchinson Homestead  

• Salida Creative District  

Research and Price Notes

• Research and price checks were completed through July 30, 2026.

• Official operator, government, and reservation sources were prioritized for prices, age limits, amenities, and 

operating rules.

• Local tourism sources and traveler reports were used for subjective judgments such as atmosphere, favorite 

campsites, and best-use recommendations.

• A price labeled VERIFIED CURRENT was visible on a 2026 or 2026-27 official source during research.

• DYNAMIC, LATEST PUBLISHED, and QUOTE REQUIRED labels are intentional. They prevent an older or date-

variable rate from being presented as guaranteed.

• Campground site recommendations should be checked against the latest map, photographs, vehicle limits, and 

road conditions before booking.

• Direct links can change. When a deep page fails, use the business or agency homepage from this directory and 

search the exact activity name.

Final booking rule: Recheck the price, cancellation policy, exact meeting point, seasonal availability, and all added 

fees on the operator’s final checkout screen before paying.

https://elevationbeerco.com/
https://surfhotel.com/wesley-rose/
https://boathousecantina.com/
https://www.thebuenaviking.com/
https://woodsdistillery.com/
https://www.thebikerandthebaker.com/
https://www.vrbo.com/search?destination=Nathrop%2C%20Colorado
https://www.airbnb.com/s/Nathrop--Colorado/homes
https://monarchmountainlodge.com/
https://salidacreates.com/
https://www.hutchinsonhomestead.org/
https://www.buenavistaheritage.org/
https://salidawalkingtours.com/
https://salidamuseum.org/
https://www.colorado.com/collegiate-peaks-scenic-historic-byway
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Personal Trip Planner

Use this final page as a field notebook after the research is complete.

Planning item Notes

Trip dates

____________________________________________________
________
____________________________________________________
________
____________________________________________________
________

Travel party

____________________________________________________
________
____________________________________________________
________
____________________________________________________
________

Lodging / campsite confirmation

____________________________________________________
________
____________________________________________________
________
____________________________________________________
________

Priority experiences

____________________________________________________
________
____________________________________________________
________
____________________________________________________
________

Restaurant reservations

____________________________________________________
________
____________________________________________________
________
____________________________________________________
________

Weather / road / fire notes

____________________________________________________
________
____________________________________________________
________
____________________________________________________
________

Things to repeat next time

____________________________________________________
________
____________________________________________________
________
____________________________________________________
________

Back to contents
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